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6th Anniversary of Maidan: expert analysis of the events, consequences and lessons for the future
On November 17-19, 2019 the Ilko Kucheriv Democratic Initiatives Foundation conducted expert survey dedicated to anniversary of EuroMaidan, its consequences and lessons for the future. 80 experts responded during survey. 
For comparison, we also present results of the expert surveys: “5th Anniversary of Maidan” conducted by DIF in November, 2018; “4th Anniversary of the Maidan” conducted in November 201; “3rd Anniversary of the Maidan” conducted in November 2016; “2nd Anniversary of the Maidan” conducted in November 2015; “Anniversary of the Maidan” conducted in November 2014, 
· Most experts describe EuroMaidan as the Revolution of Dignity: the popular uprising for democracy and the European choice. Simultaneously, EuroMaidan is called genuine protest movement against the authoritarian authorities and a revolt against the corrupted government. Some experts expressed opinion that Maidan was struggle for independence and establishment of a political nation in Ukraine.
· In general, EuroMaidan was a victorious – such opinion has been shared by majority of experts for the last 6 years. However, respondents think that it was rather relative than absolute victory. 

· The main goals of Maidan were achieved. Among them experts mention change of power (removal of Viktor Yanukovych from power and a reshuffle of the political elites), as well as a change in the foreign policy vector (European and Euro-Atlantic integration), including with signing of the Association Agreement with the European Union. At the same time experts remind other demands of Maidan, which were not fully or partially met. These are beginning of necessary reforms and strengthening of the civil society.

· Although the ruling class was changed, two key demands of Maidan were not fulfilled. First of all, anti-corruption system is not working well. Secondly, system of ruling establishment has not been reloaded which blocked emergence of new elites. Also, experts thank that the process of de-oligarchization of political and economic life has been suspended. Survey revealed complains about indecisive legal prosecution of crimes committed against the participants of Maidan and crimes of the key figures of the former ruling elites.
· The positive consequences of EuroMaidan, mentioned by experts, repeat the achieved objectives of the protests: affirmation of the European vector of country’s development, activation of cooperation with the West, particularly, association with the EU and visa-free regime with EU; a change of power and removal Yanukovych regime, beginning of the reforms, and rise of the national movement and the strengthening of Ukrainian identity.

· Most experts indicate that the negative consequences of Maidan were caused not by the protests themselves. They were results of the complex political and economic situation in the country after the Revolution of Dignity. Among negative consequences expert mention start of Russian aggression, loss of the territory and human lives during the war in Donbas, the absence of the real reforms in different spheres (justice, economy and the fight against corruption), popular disappointment in success of the reforms, polarization of the Ukrainian society regarding the most sensitive issues of the development of the country.

· When asked about what should be done to achieve goals of Maidan, majority of experts point out several critical tasks, such as, completing started reforms, especially judicial and law enforcement reforms and continuing fight against corruption, making it more efficient and visible for people.

· Experts do not consider the victory of Volodymyr Zelenskiy in the presidential elections and his party “Sluha Narodu” (Servant of People) success in the parliamentary elections as a kind of “electoral Maidan”. Although respondents agree these elections brought radical changes, they cannot be viewed as an electoral analogy to Maidan. At the same time some experts express opinion that victory of Zelenskiy team is a backlash against the Revolution of Dignity.
· Is 2019 survey compared with results of 2018 expert poll, we can see that more respondents suppose probability of a new “Maidan-3”. Many experts believe that it can be caused by obscure policy of the current president toward Russia and unacceptable terms of peace resolution in Donbas. Specifically experts think that third Maidan can be triggered by betrayal of the national interests and inadmissible compromises with Russia. Experts think that, the new Ukrainian authorities must take into account these formidable risks that can develop into explosive situation.
RESULTS OF EXPERT SURVEY
1) How would you briefly define events named EuroMaidan?
	 
	Number of responses

	Revolution for democratization and the European choice -  “Revolution of Dignity”
	31

	People’s protest against the reversing of the European integration and establishment of an authoritarian regime
	20

	Revolt against the current government and the old corrupted system 
	18

	Struggle for independence and establishment of political nation in Ukraine
	7

	Impetus for the modernization and changes in society and the state

	4

	Other
Establishment of a civil society, reloading of the ruling elites, reaction of society to the government fully ignoring its promises – each mentioned by 1 expert
 
	3


In Your opinion, did Maidan win? 
	
	Number of responses 

	1) Undoubtedly, yes
	17

	2) Most likely, yes
	47

	3) Most likely, no
	11

	4) Undoubtedly, no
	3

	5) Difficult to say
	2


2) What were main goals of Maidan achieved? (indicate no more than 5 of the main goals) 

	
	Number of responses

	Changing of the elites (removal of the regime of Viktor Yanukovych and reshuffle of the political elites)
	50

	Change of the foreign policy (toward European and Euro-Atlantic integration)
	46

	Departure from the pro-Russian course of the state and weakening of the influence of Russia in political processes in Ukraine 
	24

	Signing of the Association Agreement between Ukraine and the EU
	22

	Strengthening of civil society and its influence on the government 
	20

	Start of reforms (law enforcement bodies, educational reform, medical reform, the economy, decentralization and administrative reform)
	17

	Departure from authoritarian methods of ruling, preservation of democracy and increased transparency of the government policies
	14

	Establishment of anti-corruption institutions, start of the fight against corruption
	12

	Strengthening emergence of Ukraine as independent player in the international arena and enhancing cooperation with key global powers 
	9

	Upholding independence and sovereignty of Ukraine
	8

	Liberalization of the visa regime with the EU
	7

	Strengthening national self-identity, de-communization and strengthening status of the Ukrainian language
	12

	Renewal of the constitutional balance and a return to the Constitution of 2004
	4

	Receiving Tomos about an autocephalous Orthodox Church of Ukraine
	3

	Change in election laws
	3

	Freedom of the mass media
	2

	More opportunities have arisen to make it into the government only for those who had access to oligarchs; an anti-Russian coalition of European states was created, the economy was stabilized, social tension was alleviated, start of the rebuilding of functional state institutions, cleansing of the law enforcement bodies, albeit with numerous rollbacks and creation of the Ukrainian army  
	Each opinion mentioned by one respondent


4) What were goals of the Maidan not achieved? (indicate no more than 5 of the main ones)
	
	Number of responses

	Absence of a comprehensive fight against corruption
	38

	There was no true “reloading” of the system of government and redrafting of policy principles, the advent of a new elites and lustration of the old elites  
	30

	There was de-oligarchization in political and economic system
	24

	Officials alleged in crimes against participants of the EuroMaidan representatives of the previous regime were not brought to justice for their actions
	22

	Absence of economic reforms and growth in the standard of living of the Ukrainian people
	6

	Stability of national institutions was not achieved  
	3

	Other
A consolidated position of civil society to have influence on the government was not formed - 2
The territorial integrity of Ukraine was not preserved - 1

Rule of law was not established – 1 

Rebuilding of the foundations for the modernization of the country - 1
	5


5) What were the main consequences of the events on the Maidan?   (indicate no more than 5)
Please indicate every one of the consequences with a (+) – positive, (-)  - negative, (+) (-) – both positive and negative. 
Positive consequences
	
	Number of responses

	Endorsement of the Western choice of development, active cooperation with Western powers, in particular association with the EU, and achievement of visa-free regime
	48

	Change of government as a consequence of the overthrow of the Yanukovych regime and partial renewal of the political elites
	33

	Start of reforms in the country (decentralization, anti-corruption and economic reform and reform of the energy sector)
	29

	Renaissance of national movement, Ukrainian identity and progress of cultural policy
	28

	Active role of civil society, strengthening of its influence on the government and the emergence of a volunteer movement


	23

	Establishment and development of civil society
	20

	Distancing from Russia and reducing its influence on Ukraine
	14

	Improvement of democratic standards (freedom of speech, mass media, civil actions)
	9

	Return to the Constitution of 2004
	3

	Other
	11


Negative consequences
	 
	Number of responses

	Start of Russian aggression, loss of territory and lives
	50

	Absence of true reforms in different sectors (law enforcement, economy, fight against corruption) and the social disappointment over poor results of reforms
	13

	Polarization of society regarding the most pressing issues of development of the state and isolation of the “active” and “passive” parts of society
	9

	Incompetency of the new leaders of the state
	7

	Spread of populism
	4

	Economic problems
	5

	Other 
1. “emergence of possibilities for creating a structured national group “National Corps”
2. “active external and internal migration processes”
3. Change of the president 
	3


Consequences that can be assessed as both positive and negative at the same time:
	
	Number of responses

	War (the positive side is ruining ties with Russia)
	3

	Loss of temporarily occupied territories (which were electoral base of pro-Russian politicians)
	2

	Revamping of the government; structural changes in economic and social policies; replacement of one oligarchic clan with another; strengthening of the influence of society on the government; reform of relations between society and government and a departure of the old generation of politicians 
	Each opinion mentioned by one expert


6) What should be done to achieve the goals of the Maidan? Define the three main steps. 

	
	Number of responses

	Complete reform (judicial and law enforcement), as well as medical, educational, banking, energy and national remembrance and harmonizing the legislation of Ukraine with the legislation of the EU  
	40

	Activate the fight against corruption and demonstrate some real results 
	27

	Strengthen the influence of society and its control of the government


	12

	More actively strengthen the defense capabilities of the country for counteracting both the military intervention of Russia and the acts of sabotage and subversion
	11

	Achieve progress in the investigation of crimes committed during Maidan and bring to justice whose guilty in the deaths of the “Heavenly Hundred”
	10

	Maintain the course towards the EU and NATO and enhance cooperation with these alliances 
	8

	Consolidate society and pro-European forces in the matter of rebuilding a Ukrainian political nation
	8

	Ensure economic growth, improve business climate and protect private property
	7

	Reduce the influence of oligarchs 
	5

	Cease the capitulation of the government to benefit of Russia and revenge of pro-Kremlin forces
	5

	Put an end to the war in the Donbas
	4

	Development of national dialog by engaging both active and “castaway” groups
	4

	Counteract attempts to establish an authoritative regime using populist slogans
	4

	Stop expectations of Soviet style miracles
	4

	Ensure the creation and functioning of a truly independent mass media
	3

	Adopt and implement an electoral code with open lists
	3

	Other
Begin to demonstrate respect for the law and the state – 2

Foster the advent of experts to the government – 2

Remove pro-Russian politicians from government and condemn the anti-Ukrainian position of Kolomoiskiy – 2

Prohibit the ownership of Ukrainian enterprises and assets through any foreign jurisdiction and introduce a progressive scale of taxation of the incomes of physical entities and taxes of the property of enterprises. Reduce trade limitations on Ukrainian export to EU.

Dismiss A. Avakov and A. Bohdan. Develop and propose to society a new strategy for pulling Ukraine out of the crisis and avoiding losses. Approve and implementation of an effective program of de-Russification.

Prevent the return of the law enforcement officers associated with the Federal Security Service of Russia, reset of the Anti-monopoly Committee of Ukraine, return funds stolen during the presidency of Petro Poroshenko. After the accession to power of comedians and adventurists it is too late to do anything about it.

Integrate the history of the Maidan into educational programs of schools and universities. Launch a flash-mob information campaign for the people regarding changes for everyone particularly after the Maidan – each opinion mentioned by one expert  

	18


7) Can the victories of Volodymyr Zelenskiy in the presidential elections and the “Servant of the People” party in the parliamentary elections and “electoral Maidan”?
	
	Number of responses

	1 – Yes, absolutely 
	13

	2 – These are truly radical changes, but this is not the Maidan 
	34

	3 – Basically, nothing in particular happened. This was the usual victory of the opposition 
	7

	4 – Other 
This was most likely a victory of the Anti-Maidan - 6

This is the result of effective manipulation of protest moods and a strategy of disseminating manipulative information - 4
In elections in Ukraine, traditionally the opposition wins, however in these last elections there was unification against the government - 4
This was the victory of a passive majority over an active minority - 3
Revenge of pro-Russian and oligarchic forces – 3
This was a revolution done in a constitutional way – 2

This was a typical “Thermidore”, a step towards losing independence, narcissism of the  post-Maidan elite – each opinion mentioned by one expert  

	25

	5 – Difficult to say 
	1


8) In your opinion, is Maidan-3 possible in the foreseeable future (a year or 2 from now)? 

	
	Number of responses

	Most likely, that will be the case 
	9

	In general, it’s possible
	44

	Very unlikely 
	15

	No, new Maidan won’t happen in the next year or two
	5

	Difficult to say
	7


9). If you believe the emergence of a Maidan-3 is possible, what will bring people to the streets? 

	
	Number of responses

	
	

	Betrayal of national interests, unacceptable compromises with Russia and aggravation of actions in the Donbas
	43

	Catastrophic decline in the standards of living of the people (impoverishment), an economic crisis
	13

	Distrust in the capability of the new government to changes situation 
	13

	Betrayal of the European course of Ukraine on the part of the government
	9

	Mass violation of the rights of citizens, reprisals by representatives of civil society or opposition politicians, unsatisfied needs of society for justice  
	7

	Highly unlikely, most likely there will not be a Maidan-3
	6

	Absence a consistent policy regarding the occupied territories, execution of the Minsk agreements
	5

	Corruption of government officials and the absence of tangible results in the fight against corruption
	4

	Sale of land
	3

	Other
A harsh and abrupt return to a dictatorship  - 2

Revenge of pro-Russian forces - 2

Usurpation of power by the president a strengthening of authoritarian trends - 2

Emergence of new strong, idealistic and charismatic leaders, who are not afraid. Non-payment of the wages of miners and underfinancing of communities. Boisterous scandals on the national scale. Increase in taxes for small and mid-size businesses. Difficult to predict. Provocations on an ethnic or religious platform. Greater influence of Kolomoiskiy. Gross incompetence of the ruling authority.. The government’s neglect of humanitarian issues regarding national identity and language – each opinion mentioned by one expert  
.
	14


LIST OF POLLED RESPONDENTS
1. Andriy Andrushkiv
2. Pavlo Balkovskiy
3. Zhanna Bezpyatchuk
4. Lyubov Bevzenko Бевзенко
5. Yevhen Bystrytskiy
6. Inna Borzylo
7. Ihor Burakovskiy
8. Petro Burkovskiy
9. Тetyana Berheles
10. Oleksandr Halyas
11. Oleksiy Haran
12. Roman Holovenko
13. Mykhailo Honchar
14. Lilia Honyukova
15. Pavlo Horbanskiy
16. Bohdan Horban
17. Yuriy Horban
18. Тetyana Danylenko
19. Taras Danko
20. Ivan Deyneko
21. Vitaliy Dovhych
22. Volodymyr Dubrovskiy
23. Тaras Zhovtenko
24. Viktor Zamyatin
25. Kateryna Zarembo
26. Valeriy Kalnysh
27. Oleksandr Kalitenko
28. Serhiy Kvit
29. Kostyantyn Kvurt
30. Yulia Kyrychenko
31. Аnna Kysla
32. Volodymyr Kipen
33. Mykhailo Kirsenko
34. Svitlana Kononchuk
35. Аndriy Krupnyk
36. Volodymyr Kulyk
37. Roman Kulchynskiy
38. Pavlo Kucher
39. Теtyana Levonyuk
40. Natalia Lyhachova
41. Viktor Lohatskiy
42. Yevhenia Lutsenko
43. Yevhen Mahda
44. Natalia Marchuk
45. Аnatoliy Мartsynovskiy
46. Оleksiy Matsuka
47. Мykhailo Mishchenko
48. Іllya Neskhodovskiy
49. Dmytro Ovsyankin
50. Volodymyr Paniotto
51. Мaksym Parashchevin
52. Теtyana Pasova
53. Мykhailo Pashkov
54. Valeriy Pekar
55. Yevhen Petrenko
56. Теtyana Pechonchyk
57. Volodymyr Ponomarchenko
58. Dmytro Ponomarchu
59. Oleksandr Potekhin
60. Volodymyr Prytula
61. Оleksandr Reznik
62. Аndriy Saichuk
63. Іhor Semyvolos
64. Dmytro Sinchenko
65. Mykhailyna Skoryk-Shkarivska
66. Іryna Slavvinska
67. Serhiy Solodkiy
68. Borys Tarasiuk
69. Viktor Tymoshchuk
70. Ihor Todorov
71. Makar Tokar
72. Natalia Filipchuk
73. Мykola Khavronyuk
74. VolodymyrChystilin
75. Volodymyr Chos
76. Vitaliy Shabunin
77. Оleksandr Shulha
78. Vasyl Yablonskiy
79. Yuriy Yakymenko
80. Maksym Yakovlev

